Book reviews
Laboratory decontamination and destruction of carcinogens in laboratory wastes-some hydrazines.
(IARC No 54.) (07.97.) Laboratory decontamination and destruction of carcinogens in laboratory wastes-some N-nitrosamides. (IARC No 55.) (fE6.95.) London; Oxford University Press, 1984.
The laboratory manipulation of materials inevitably gives rise to waste, both as the byproducts and end products of processes and from accidental spillage. The method and route of disposal of laboratory waste depends on the nature and quantity of the material, on statutory legislation, and on the resources and facilities available. When the waste is hazardous consideration must be given to neutralising the hazard before the waste material is discharged into the sewers, the landfill site, or the atmosphere. Potent carcinogens in the laboratory constitute hazards to those handling the material, the waste, and also hazards of contamination of the environment. Furthermore, carcinogens give rise to considerable public anxiety which, questions of toxicity apart, should receive the concern of those responsible for the generation and managment of laboratory wastes.
The two publications from the International Agency for Research on Cancer (54 & 55) that provide authoritative information on laboratory decontamination and destruction of carcinogensspecifically hydrazines and N-nitrosamides-in laboratory wastes provide an excellent source of guidance and practical information, and these publications augment the previous publications describing disposal methods for aflatoxins, N-nitrosamines, and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons. The series is planned to include also publications on halogenated ethers and aromatic amines. Both publications being considered here detail the specific carcinogens considered; the hydrazines being-hydrazine, methylhydrazine, 1,1-dimethylhydrazine, 1,2-dimethylhydrazine, and procarbazine hydrochloride: and the N-nitrosamides being N-nitroso-N-methylurea, N-nitroso-N-ethylurea, N-nitroso-N-methylurethane, N-nitroso-N-ethylurethane, and N-nitroso-N'nitro-N-methylguanidine. 
